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BY KAREN MACLAUGHLIN 
 
LEGO® is a combination of two   

Danish words which mean “play well.” 
Builders at the upcoming “Bricks by the 
Bay” Public Exhibition on June 25-26  
had a lot of time to play well during    
lockdown. They have returned to this 
year’s in-person convention with the task 
of expanding upon the theme Looking 
Back. Hobbyists from across the nation 
will display their craft throughout the 
22,568 square feet of the Grand Ballroom 
in the Santa Clara Convention Center, 
along with a variety of vendors who sell 
LEGO® elements, accessories and kits. 

The event is run entirely by volunteers. 
Johannes van Galen has been an organizer 
since the first Bricks by the Bay held in 
Fremont when members of the Bay Area 
Lego Users Group (baylug.org) decided to 
start an exhibit like those in Seattle and 
Chicago. So many people showed up the 

continued on page 4
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Palace Theatre. Photo by Bill Ward

BY ANDREW CAVETTE 
 
Two new pocket parks are being developed in Castro 

Valley on plots of land near highway 580. Both plots are 
owned by CalTrans. 

Dragonfly Park along Castro Valley Boulevard and a 
separate park site along Strobridge Avenue are being      
developed by Forestr.org, a non-profit organization based 
in Castro Valley. Recently, Forestr.org developed a pocket 
park near the Castro Valley library. 

Pocket park does not have an official definition. They 
are green spaces, often small, embedded into cities. Pocket 
parks are a way to purposely create a natural setting in an 
overlooked space. 

The proposed plans for these new parks include fruit 
trees, native plants and perennial gardens. The plan for   
the un-named, second site (along Strobridge Avenue) also 
includes a dog park. 

At first, Forestr.org founder, Yon Hardisty, simply 
wanted access to some public land to plant a redwood 
tree. He and his wife, Nimone Li-Hardisty, started a    
non-profit, Forestr.org in 2019, so they could work more 
easily with public agencies. 

Li-Hardisty, CEO, expanded the scope of Forestr.org. 
She now has a team that cleans up litter, a team that      
designs and builds pocket parks, and an outreach team 
that provides food to local communities. Forestr.org grows 
food in smaller sections of some of their park spaces. 

Yon Hardisty leads the clean-up team. When asked, he 
noted that pocket parks are different from landscaping. 

“Landscaping focuses on the aesthetic of the land 
rather than your interaction with it,” Hardisty said. “We 
want to create spaces that invite the public to come and 
sit, to walk on [the land], to feel the soil as opposed to 
feeling the concrete.” 

Yon Hardisty and Nimone Li-Hardisty, Forestr.org founders
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SUBMITTED BY THE ASSOCIATION OF MATURE AMERICAN CITIZENS 
 

Once in a very long lifetime 
What’s in your bucket list? Perhaps you’d like to see the Pyramids  

in Egypt, go white water rafting or write a book, says the Association 
of Mature American Citizens (AMAC). Not for Bertha Komor. This 
resident of Farmington, Connecticut says she has always wanted to  
pet a penguin. They’re not so easy to find in that part of the world, but 
the local chapter of the Twilight Wish Foundation made it happen in 
time for the celebration of her 104th birthday. She was thrilled and 
kind of cuddled with the flightless seabird saying, "I didn't expect this. 
It's wonderful. Just petting the penguin and seeing him close up." See 
video of Komor and the penguin on YouTube: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=C62KGbF85WY. 

With the greatest of ease 
And then there is Ruth Larsson of Motala, Sweden. It wasn’t 

enough of a feat having made a tandem parachute jump two years ago 
when she was a mere 101 years of age, so she did it again -- this time  
at the age of 103 years and 259 days old. A Guinness World Record 
official was on hand to watch her as she flew through the air with the 
greatest of ease and declared her to be the oldest woman ever to make 
the jump. According to AMAC, Larsson replaced the previous record 
holder, Kathryn Hodges of Snohomish, Washington who was         
103 years and 129 days old when she won the title in 2019. See video 
of Larsson’s record-breaking jump on YouTube: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=xcPSYp-ysjU. 

Chase the cheese 
The Cooper's Hill Cheese-Rolling race sounds like a pretty tame 

competition. It takes place each year in the quaint British village of 
Brockworth. But it’s not for the faint of heart, warns AMAC. It was  
an officially sanctioned event until 2010 when things got a bit out of 
hand as the result of its growing popularity. Too many contenders   
were showing up causing near-riot conditions as contestants chased a 
nine-pound wheel of Double Gloucester cheese down a very steep   
hillside. Notwithstanding the likelihood of breaking an arm or a leg, 
the race continues to attract the hundreds of participants from all   
over the world. The dangers were heightened at this year’s event due  
to wet weather. See video of the cheese-rolling contest on YouTube: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=K40o7eiFEOQ. 

 
The Association of Mature American Citizens is a nonprofit,          

nonpartisan advocacy organization representing membership in         
Washington, D.C. and in local congressional districts nationwide. More 
information is available on its website at www.amac.us. 

Forestr.org has developed    
partnerships with public agencies 
like CalTrans and the Alameda 
County Library system, as well   
as privately-owned land near 

businesses. They gather funding 
through corporate sponsorships 
and grants and design their pocket 
parks to be low-maintenance. As a 
team of volunteers from the  

community, Forestr.org offers to 
maintain the land long after they 
propose a design or build a park. 

“What’s very popular,         
unfortunately, is the planting of a 
tree and walking away,” Hardisty 
said. “We treat the ecology of  the 
land like a business.” 

Forestr.org provides public 
agencies and private landowners  
a five, 10, 15, sometimes 30-year 
plan to maintain the land. 

Fortestr.org has more projects 
beyond the two sites in Castro 
Valley. They are currently       
working with Harmony Court 
Beautification Project, a           
neighborhood coalition in the 
southern end of unincorporated 
Ashland. 

“Harmony Park” is being 
planned inside a housing          
development located South of 
highway 238 and North of      
San Lorenzo Creek. The housing 
development was built in the 
early 1950s and the original plans 
for that neighborhood required 
an agricultural space to be         
included. A green space was built 
(where Harmony Drive and 

continued from page 1

Court meet), but no one had 
time to manage it. That          
oval-shaped plot of land was later 
covered over with asphalt. 

“It looks like a very large      
traffic turn-around in the       
neighborhood,” Hardisty said, 
“but it is literally zoned for      
agriculture. It’s supposed to be 
green space dedicated to that 
community… and it has been    
asphalt for almost a hundred years.” 

Hardisty was clearly excited by 
the project. “This is what I love 
most, because it’s not a 
Forestr.org project… this is a 
Harmony Court project,” 
Hardisty said. “But we got onto a 
phone call [Alameda County 
Public Works Agency] and they 
got a grant and were very willing 
to transform this space.” 

According to Hardisty, 
Alameda County Public Works 
Agency told him they would 
bring water to the plot, plant 
trees and genuinely asked what 
the community at Harmony 
Court wanted for the space.     

According to Hardisty, they also 
insisted that the community 
maintain the park. Hardisty      
immediately volunteered         
Forestr.org to be the ones who 
worked with the community     
and to meet the needs of the    
new pocket park. 

“Please just put it in,” 
Hardisty told to the agency, “or 
let us put it in…I’ll go get a    
corporate sponsor.” 

“Thankfully public works was 
super jazzed about doing it   
themselves,” Hardisty said. 

In a development meeting,  
according to Hardisty, Harmony 
Court Beautification Project and 
Alameda County Public Works 
Agency were excited to install 
green trees, fruit trees and      
above-ground vegetable planters. 
According to Hardisty, Harmony 
Park project will begin           
construction in October /        
November of 2022. 

For more information on 
Pocket Parks visit Forestr.org. 

STAFF REPORT 
 
Although Father’s Day did not become 

a nationwide holiday in the United States 
until 1972, its roots stretch back many 
decades before that. 

The annual celebration occurs on the 
third Sunday in June to honor fathers and 
other paternal family figures who help  
nurture and raise children and help provide 
for their families. According to History.com, 
Father’s Day was actually created by a 
woman named Sonora Smart Dodd in 1909. 

Dodd, who lived in Spokane,          
Washington, was one of six children raised 
by a widower. Although Mother’s Day was 
already well-established, there wasn’t an 
equivalent honor for male parents -- and 
Dodd was determined to change that. 

She went to local churches, the YMCA, 
shopkeepers and government officials to 
drum up support for her idea, and she was 
successful: Washington State celebrated the 
nation’s first statewide Father’s Day on 
June 19, 1910. 

Slowly, the holiday spread. In 1916, 
President Woodrow Wilson honored the 
day by using telegraph   signals to unfurl a 
flag in Spokane when he pressed a button 
in Washington, D.C. In 1924, President 
Calvin Coolidge urged state governments 
to observe Father’s Day. 

When World War II began, advertisers 
began to argue that celebrating Father’s Day 
was a way to honor American troops and 
support the war effort. By the end of the 
war, Father’s Day may not have been a  
federal holiday, but it was a national        
institution. Finally, on April 24, 1972   
President Richard M. Nixon signed a 
proclamation making Father’s Day a     
federal holiday. 

Today, according to History.House.gov, 
Father’s Day is celebrated in 110 nations, 
although not always as an official holiday 
and often on different dates depending   
on each country’s own tradition. In 2022, 
Father’s Day occurs in the United States on 
Sunday, June 19. 




